
Colt On Demand provides
a great festival experience
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Case studyColt 1

Berlin International Film 
Festival (Berlinale)

Customer

Entertainment
Sector

To transmit digitised fi lms to cinema 
auditoriums throughout Berlin

The challenge

High bandwidth connectivity 
via a real time interactive portal  

Colt On Demand 

The solution

Products & services

Annual international fi lm festival
Business

Berlinale: Colt supports unique digital workfl ow

Film distribution: All festival 
venues are linked to the 
optical network

This is where Colt, in cooperation 
with other o�  cial Berlinale 
digital cinema partners, plays a 
key role. The network and 
communication service provider 
has been supporting the Berlin 
International Film Festival as a 
digital cinema partner for ten 
years. That‘s crucial, because 
today, screens would stay blank 
without digital expertise and 
the right network. The days are 
over when fi lms were largely 
stored on physical media such 
as fi lm reels, video tapes or DVDs, 
which had to be delivered on 
time to cinema projection rooms. 
Now, most productions shown 
during Berlinale are supplied 
and screened in digital form.

The technical requirements are 
vast, because over the festival 
around one petabyte of fi lm data 
is transmitted via Colt‘s high-
performance fi bre-optic network. 
16 festival venues with a total 
of 54 screens are linked to it. 
Since the run-up to the 65th 
Berlinale in 2014, the network 
has also been used for pre-
selection of the entries. That 
enables the technical team in 

Cameras fl ash on the red 
carpet, stars sign autographs, 
journalists conduct snap 
interviews, and fi lm fans wait 
excitedly for the latest 
masterpieces.

With ticket sales of more than 
330.000, Berlinale is one of 
the world‘s largest public 
festivals and ranks among 
the major events in the fi lm 
industry.

Over the eleven days of the 
festival, there are typically 
more than 2,500 screenings 
of over 1,100 fi lms at 25 venues 
with a total of 59 screens. 
But how do the fi lms, some of 
them so new they are fi nished 
just before the festival starts, 
get to the right cinema at the 
right time?

the Berlinale fi lm o�  ce to test 
the workfl ows earlier and more 
e� ectively so that everything 
goes without a hitch during the 
eleven festival days.

For the 68th Berlinale, Colt 
delivered connectivity to a 
number of venues via its 
innovative new On Demand 
service based on the latest 
Software Defi ned Networking 
(SDN) capability. 

On Demand – leveraging the 
fl exibility of SDN

With Colt’s On Demand o� ering, 
Berlinale has complete control 
over its network. New 
connections can be created in 
near real time via an 
interactive customer portal, 
and the event organisers can 
scale bandwidths up and down 
in minutes, via Colt’s innovative 
fl ex feature.  Ove Sander, 
Berlinale‘s Technical Head of 
Digital Cinema and his team 
used the fl ex feature to reduce 
the network bandwidth outside 
the festival period. Then, over 
the autumn when they receive 
fi lms for pre-selection, they 
scaled the bandwidth up, making 
full use of the bandwidth fl exing 
feature during the Berlinale.
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runs smoothly can fi lm fans
fully enjoy their Berlinale 
experience, and that‘s 
Berlinale’s main priority as one 
of the world‘s largest public 
fi lm festivals. “With Colt we 
have a partner we‘ve been able 
to rely on for years, and we‘re 
glad to know that will 
continue“, says Dieter Kosslick, 
the Festival Director.

the Berlinale technical team. 
Both sides benefi t. It is not only 
the studios who save on 
logistics, cut costs and gain time. 
The new digital process also 
gives the Berlinale fi lm o�  ce 
team more breathing space, 
because if problems occur, a fi lm 
can quickly be re-transmitted. 
Plus, they no longer have to 
handle so many packages.

The Colt IQ Network: high 
bandwidth, high reliability

Underpinning Berlinale’s On 
Demand services is the high-
bandwidth Colt IQ Network. 
The IQ Network connects over 
25,000 buildings across 51 
markets in 28 countries. 

The Colt IQ Network is a 100Gbps 
optimised network distributed 
to 850+ data centres and 
carrier hotels around the world 
providing best in class service 
and optimised for SDN, NFV 
and cloud services. Colt IQ 
Network has breadth and depth 
across four continents, allowing 
us to support the technology 
and communication services 
on which our customer’s business 
depends. We are present in 28 
countries in Europe, Asia plus the 
US and have agreements with 
providers in others so we can 
ensure total global coverage 
Mission-critical network 
connectivity for transmission 
of fi lm data is fundamental to 
Berlinale. Only when everything 

„Unlike traditional cinema 
operators, we have signifi cantly 
more fi lms that need to be 
transferred to cinemas in a 
much shorter time. For that we 
need large bandwidths and 
storage capacities“, says Ove 
Sander. “Colt’s On Demand 
service was the perfect fi t for 
Berlinale – not only were we 
able to provision new network 
connections in minutes but the 
bandwidth fl exing feature 
provided the ability to scale 
bandwidth up and down in line 
with demand. Not many 
network operators can provide 
such a capability today, Colt 
are one of the real innovators 
in the SDN space.” 

Digital transmission – much 
faster than traditional delivery 

The high bandwidths supported 
by the Colt network allows fi lms 
to be transmitted simultaneously 
by the Berlinale submission 
deadline. The rapid upload 
service was used by fi lm 
studios worldwide who used the 
valuable time they saved waiting 
for fi lms to be delivered to give 
their fi lms a fi nal polish. 
Previously, it took several days 
for fi lms to get to Berlin via a 
traditional courier service. 
Now, a 100 - 200 gigabyte data 
package can be transmitted in 
just 30 minutes. Before they 
can use the connection, the 
post-production companies 
have to briefl y square it with 

Phone: +44 (0)20 7863 5510 
E-Mail: sales@colt.net
Web: www.colt.net

Colt Technology Services
20 Great Eastern Street
London, EC2A 3EH

For more information,  
please contact us on:
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„A fail-safe network for 
transmission of the fi lm 
data to the cinemas is vital. 
With Colt we have a partner 
we‘ve been able to rely on 
for years, and we‘re glad 
to know that will continue.“

Dieter Kosslick, Director of the Berlin 
International Film Festival 


